
 

 
 

Report to: Planning Committee, 21st January 2021 
 

Report of: Corporate Director - Place 
 

 
Subject: SUPPORTING HOUSING DELIVERY AND PUBLIC SERVICE 

INFRASTRUCTURE CONSULTATION 
 
1. Recommendation 

 
1.1 That Planning Committee notes the current government consultation ‘Supporting 

housing delivery and public service infrastructure’ and provide their views for 
inclusion in the city council’s consultation response. 

 
2. Background 
 

2.1 This report is to make Planning Committee aware of the current government 

consultation ‘Supporting housing delivery and public service infrastructure’. Views 

are being sought for inclusion in the city council’s consultation response.  

 
2.2 In summary, the consultation proposes the following: 

 

 a new permitted development right that would allow for the change of use from 
any use, or mix of uses, within the new commercial, business and service use 

class (Class E) (introduced on 1st September 2020) to residential use (Class C3) 
without the need to apply for planning permission;  

 
 measures to provide public service infrastructure more quickly through expanded 

permitted development rights and a new streamlined planning application process 

for hospitals, schools and prisons; and  
 

 the consolidation and simplification of existing permitted development rights 

following changes to the Use Classes Order. 
 

2.3 Permitted Development Right Proposal Class E to Class C3 
 

2.4 The government says it will support economic recovery, housing delivery and the 

regeneration of our high streets and town centres, and believes the new PD right of 
Class E to Class C3 will increase the supply of new homes. It will also allow surplus 

commercial and business space to be transformed, which could give high streets a 
new lease of life by increasing footfall. 

 

2.5 The right would not apply to sites of special scientific interest, listed buildings and 
sites that are or contain scheduled monuments, among other exceptions. 

 
2.6 Premises in national parks and areas of outstanding natural beauty will also be 

excluded. The PD right would, however, apply in conservation areas. 



 

2.7 To benefit from the new PD right, premises must have been in Class E on 1 
September 2020 when the new use classes came into effect. 

 
2.8 Pubs, theatres, and live music venues all fall outside of Class E and will not benefit 

from the proposed PD right. 

 

2.9 No size limit is proposed on buildings which can benefit from the PD right.  
 

2.10 Speeding up provision of public service infrastructure  

 

2.11 The government wants new hospitals, schools, further education colleges and 
prisons to be delivered faster. It believes there will be benefits for society in fast-

tracking public service buildings through the planning process and in allowing them 
to expand more flexibly under PD rights.  

 

2.12 Currently, extensions or additional buildings are limited to no more than 25% of the 
gross floor space of the original buildings with a maximum cap of 100 square 

metres, or 250 square metres in the case of schools. The height of new buildings is 
also restricted to 5 metres and development close to a boundary is restricted.  
 

2.13 The proposal is to allow facilities to be expanded by up to 25% of the footprint of the 
current buildings on the site at the time the new legislation is enacted, or up to 250 

square metres, whichever is the greater. The height limit would be raised to at least 
6 metres, excluding plant on the roof, except where it is within 10 metres of the 
boundary or curtilage. 

 
2.14 The intention is that this permitted development right will ensure that expansion of 

existing sites will be streamlined. 
 

2.15 Consultation Details 

   
2.16 The consultation is available to view online at the following link: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/supporting-housing-delivery-and-

public-service-infrastructure/supporting-housing-delivery-and-public-service-
infrastructure  

 

2.17 The consultation will close on Thursday 28th January 2021.   
 

 
Ward(s):   All 
Contact Officer: Corin Beames – Acting Team Leader (Planning Policy) 

Tel: 01905 722546 
E-mail: corin.beames@worcester.gov.uk  

Background Papers: N/A 
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